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The technical evolution of Audi during the late 1980s and early 1990s was characterized by significant 

advancements in electronic engine management and vehicle electrical architecture. Models such as the Audi 100 

and Audi 200 (known in North America as the Audi 5000) served as the testing ground for sophisticated 

turbocharged systems, specifically the legendary MC engine series. For automotive engineers, restorers, and

performance tuners, understanding the intricacies of the Audi 100/200 wiring diagrams is not merely a matter of

maintenance; it is a fundamental requirement for maintaining the operational integrity of these classic 10V

turbocharged platforms. This guide provides an exhaustive technical analysis of the electrical systems, ECU

pinouts, and current flow logic used in these vehicles.

The Architecture of Audi Current Flow Diagrams

Audi utilizes a specific methodology for its electrical documentation known as Current Flow Diagrams. Unlike

traditional automotive wiring maps that group components by physical location, current flow diagrams are

organized by circuit function, following the path of electrical current from the positive source (usually terminal 30 or

15) to the ground (terminal 31). This logical layout allows technicians to trace a signal or power path across multiple

pages without losing the context of the circuit\'s operational purpose.

Standardized Terminal Designations (DIN 72552)

To interpret these diagrams correctly, one must be familiar with the DIN 72552standards employed by Audi. These

codes identify the specific function of a wire or terminal across the entire vehicle harness:

•  Terminal 30: Permanent positive from the battery.

•  Terminal 15: Switched positive (ignition on).

•  Terminal 31: Ground (return path to battery negative).

•  Terminal 50: Starter control (solenoid engagement).

•  Terminal X: Load reduction relay (switched positive that cuts out during cranking).

Theoretical Framework: The MC Engine Management System

The MC engine (2.22L, 10-valve, 5-cylinder turbo) utilized a hybrid approach to engine management, combining 

mechanical fuel injection (CIS-E III or Motronic, depending on the year) with sophisticated electronic control for 

ignition, knock detection, and boost regulation. The primary control unit—often the MAC-12 or MAC-14—manages

the ignition maps and knock sensing, while the fuel is regulated via the Differential Pressure Regulator (DPR) on

the fuel distributor.

The Evolution from MAC-12 to MAC-14

The transition from the MAC-12 to the MAC-14 ECU represented a significant shift in how Audi managed engine 

safety and efficiency. The MAC-12 was primarily used in earlier Audi 5000/200 variants, while the MAC-14(found in

1989-1990 200TQ models) introduced dual knock sensor support for better resolution across the 5-cylinder bank.

This distinction is critical when sourcing wiring diagrams, as the harness pinouts differ significantly between these

versions.



Technical Analysis: MAC-14 ECU Pinout and Signal Logic

The heart of the MC engine's electronic control is the 25-pin or 35-pin ECU (depending on specific revision). 

Understanding the pinout is essential for troubleshooting fuel trim issues or ignition timing retard. Below is a 

structured analysis of the MAC-14 ECU pinout used in the late 1990 Audi 200.



Pin Number Function / Signal Name Signal Type Typical Voltage/Value

1 Ignition Power (Terminal 15) Input 12.0V (Ignition On)

2 Ground (Terminal 31) Ground 0V

3 Hall Sender Signal Square Wave 0V - 5V Pulsed

4 Knock Sensor 1 (Cyl 1-3) AC Signal Millivolts (Variable)

5 Knock Sensor 2 (Cyl 4-5) AC Signal Millivolts (Variable)

7 Coolant Temperature 
Sensor

Analog 0.5V - 4.5V (NTC)

11 Turbo Boost Control Valve 
(N75)

PWM Output 12V (Pulsed Ground)

13 Full Throttle Switch Switch 0V (Active Low)

18 Main Ground Path Ground 0V

20 Check Engine Light (MIL) Output Switched Ground

Component Mechanics: Ignition Distributors and Solenoid Valves

The 10V Turbo engines (KH and MC designations) utilize a Hall Effect sensor located within the ignition distributor.

This sensor provides the base timing signal to the ECU. A common failure mode in the Audi 200 is the failure of this

sensor, which results in a "no-start" condition despite the presence of fuel pressure. Technicians should verify the

5V reference signal and the ground path at the distributor connector before replacing the unit.

Furthermore, the solenoid valve(N75) located near the turbocharger wastegate is a frequent source of "loud

clicking" or boost fluctuations. This valve is controlled via Pulse Width Modulation (PWM) by the ECU to bleed off

pressure from the wastegate diaphragm, thereby controlling maximum boost. If the wiring to this valve is

compromised (cracked insulation is common), the ECU may default to a mechanical boost pressure of roughly 0.4

bar to protect the engine.

Wiring Color Code Standards

Identifying wires within a factory Audi 100/200 harness requires knowledge of the German abbreviation system.

Audi diagrams use a two-letter code to indicate the primary and secondary colors of the insulation. This is vital

when building a custom harness for an engine swap or repairing a corroded factory loom.



German Code English Translation Standard Application

SW (Schwarz) Black Switched Power (Terminal 15)

BR (Braun) Brown Ground (Terminal 31)

RO (Rot) Red Constant Power (Terminal 30)

WS (Weiss) White Headlight / High Beam

BL (Blau) Blue Alternator / Dash Signals

GN (Grün) Green Ignition Trigger Signals

GE (Gelb) Yellow Low Beam / Lighting

Practical Implementation: Troubleshooting the MC Engine Harness

When diagnosing electrical faults in the Audi 200, the methodology must be systematic. The age of these vehicles 

often leads to thermal degradationof the wiring loom, especially in the engine bay where temperatures can

exceed 100°C. Follow this procedural guide for harness evaluation:

1.  Visual Inspection: Check the harness sections near the exhaust manifold and the back of the cylinder head. 

Look for "crispy" or brittle insulation that may cause short-to-ground or cross-talk between signal wires.

2.  Ground Point Verification: The 5-cylinder engine relies heavily on two main ground points: the intake manifold 

ground and the chassis ground near the battery. Use a multimeter to check for voltage drop between the engine 

block and the battery negative terminal during cranking (limit: 0.5V).

3.  Reference Voltage Check: Verify the 5V reference signal from the ECU to the Hall sensor and the Coolant 

Temperature Sensor (CTS). If the reference is missing, the internal voltage regulator of the ECU may be damaged.

4.  DPR Current Measurement: On MC engines with CIS-E III, the fuel mixture is adjusted via the Differential 

Pressure Regulator. Inserting a milliampere meter in series with the DPR allows the technician to see the ECU\'s 

live fuel correction (standard idle: 0mA to 5mA).

Case Study: The "Loud Clicking Solenoid" in the Audi 200

A frequent technical query involves a rapid, loud clicking solenoid valve under the hood of an Audi 200. This is 

typically the Idle Air Control (IAC) valve or the Carbon Canister Purge Valve. In many cases, this is not a sign of

a bad valve but rather an electrical feedback loop caused by a failing ground wire in the ECU harness. When the

ECU loses a clean ground path through pin 2 or 18, it may attempt to ground itself through the solenoid control

circuits, causing them to oscillate rapidly. Replacing the solenoid without addressing the harness ground is a

common and costly diagnostic error.

Comparison: Audi 100 (Naturally Aspirated) vs. Audi 200 (Turbocharged) Electricals

While both models share the Type 44 chassis, their electrical complexities vary significantly due to the turbocharger

management requirements of the 200.



Feature Audi 100 (NF Engine) Audi 200 (MC Engine)

ECU Complexity Basic fuel trim control Advanced boost/knock management

Harness Shielding Minimal Extensive (Knock sensors/Hall signal)

Fuel Injection CIS-E (Mechanical with electronics) CIS-E III or Motronic

Sensors O2, CTS, Throttle O2, CTS, Throttle, Dual Knock, MAP

Diagnostic Capability Blink Codes Blink Codes / Basic VAG-COM

Advanced Troubleshooting: Signal Interference and Shielding

The MAC-14 engine management system is highly sensitive to electromagnetic interference (EMI). The knock 

sensorsgenerate very low-voltage AC signals that are easily corrupted by ignition noise. Factory diagrams specify

shielded cables for these sensors. Over time, the shielding braid can oxidize and lose its effectiveness. If an Audi

200 exhibits random timing retard or "phantom" knock, the integrity of the shielding from the ECU to the knock

sensor connector must be verified using an ohmmeter (checking for continuity of the shield to ground and ensuring

no continuity between the shield and the signal core).

Rebuilding the Engine Harness

For enthusiasts performing a restoration, building a custom harness is often more reliable than repairing a 35-year-

old loom. When constructing a new harness based on factory current flow diagrams, it is recommended to use TXL 

or GXL cross-linked polyethylene wire. This wire is specifically designed for high-temperature automotive

environments. Ensure that all signal wires for the Hall sensor and knock sensors are properly twisted and shielded

to maintain the signal-to-noise ratio required by the MAC-14 processor.

Summary of System Interconnectivity

The electrical architecture of the Audi 100 and 200 represents a bridge between purely mechanical systems and

the fully integrated digital management of modern vehicles. The MC engine management depends on a delicate

balance of electrical inputs and mechanical responses. A failure in a single wire—be it a signal from the Hall sender

or a ground reference for the ECU—can ripple through the entire system, causing driveability issues that mimic

mechanical failures. By utilizing factory current flow diagrams and understanding the specific pinouts of the MAC

series ECUs, technicians can ensure these historic five-cylinder powerplants continue to operate at their peak

performance. The key to successful diagnosis lies not in part-swapping, but in the rigorous application of electrical

theory and the systematic tracing of current flow from source to ground.
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