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The Assassin’s Creed franchise has long served as a bridge between historical fiction and speculative science 

fiction. Within this expansive transmedia universe, Assassin's Creed: Heresy, authored by Christie Golden, 

stands as a pivotal entry. Released in November 2016, this novel does more than merely expand the lore; it 

provides a rare, technical, and psychological deep dive into the Templar Order(The Knights Templar) and their

obsession with the past. As a 2017 Scribe Award winner, the work is recognized for its narrative complexity and its

ability to weave actual historical events with the series' overarching 'First Civilization' mythology.

The Practical Scope and Strategic Importance of Heresy

In the broader context of the Assassin’s Creed narrative framework, Heresy serves as a case study for the 

Abstergo Industries historical research methodology. Unlike many entries that focus on the clandestine 

maneuvers of the Assassin Brotherhood, this novel focuses on Simon Hathaway, a high-ranking member of the 

Templar Inner Degree. The practical scope of the narrative involves the utilization of Animus technologynot just

for tactical advantage, but for ideological validation. This shift in perspective allows readers to understand the

Templar mandate of 'Order through Control' through a scholarly and scientific lens.

The importance of this topic lies in its exploration of genetic memory and the socio-political implications of 

'heresy'—both in the religious sense of the 15th century and the ideological sense of the modern day. By examining 

the life of Joan of Arc through her companion Gabriel Laxart, the novel challenges the established historical 

record, suggesting that what the world perceives as divine inspiration is actually the influence of Pieces of Eden.

Core Concepts and Theoretical Framework

To understand the technical depth of Heresy, one must grasp the fundamental mechanisms that govern the 

Assassin’s Creeduniverse. These concepts are not merely plot devices but are treated as rigorous scientific and

philosophical axioms within the text.

1. The Animus and Genetic Sequencing

The Animus is a complex bio-technological interface that allows a subject to access the memories of their 

ancestors. Theoretically, these memories are encoded into the double-helix structure of DNA—a concept known as 

epigenetic memory. In Heresy, Simon Hathaway engages with a advanced version of the Animus, which requires 

high levels of Synchronization (Sync). This involves maintaining a stable neural link between the modern-day user

and the historical ancestor to prevent 'Desynchronization,' which can lead to psychological trauma or cognitive

collapse.

2. The Templar Inner Degree

The Knights Templar  operate under a corporate-fascist hierarchy in the modern era, represented by Abstergo. 

The Inner Degree represents the most enlightened and influential tier of the Order. They are the gatekeepers of 

the truth regarding the Isu(the 'Precursor' race) and the artifacts they left behind. Simon Hathaway’s role as the



Head of the Historical Research Division highlights the Templars' reliance on archival data and technological

recovery to achieve their goals.

3. The Concept of Heresy in AC Lore

Traditionally, a heresyis a belief or opinion contrary to orthodox religious (especially Christian) doctrine. In the

novel, the term is multi-layered. For the 15th-century Church, Joan of Arc was a heretic for her unconventional

connection to God. For the Modern Templars, heresy represents any deviation from the objective of total human

control. The novel posits that history itself is a form of managed narrative, and breaking that narrative is the ultimate

heretical act.

Technical Analysis: The Mechanics of Memory and Artifact Recovery

The narrative of Heresyfollows a specific technical workflow typical of Abstergo’s operational procedures. This

process can be broken down into a multi-stage algorithmic approach to historical data extraction.

Phase 1: Ancestral Identification and DNA Harvesting

The process begins with the identification of a historical 'Point of Interest'—in this case, the Sword of Eden. 

Abstergo identifies Simon Hathaway as a direct descendant of Gabriel Laxart, a soldier who fought alongside

Joan of Arc. The recovery of Simon's DNA provides the 'raw data' required for the Animus session.

Phase 2: Neural Synchronization and Simulation

The Animus interprets the genetic data and renders a 3D-simulated environment. The subject must maintain a 

Simulation Fidelityof above 95% to ensure the accuracy of the data. During the events of the novel, Simon

experiences the Siege of Orléans, providing technical insights into 15th-century warfare and the influence of the

Sword of Eden on troop morale and battlefield physics.

Phase 3: Data Extraction and Validation

The ultimate goal is to find the current location of the Piece of Eden. Through the memories of Gabriel, Simon

discovers how the artifact was handled, hidden, or lost. This phase involves cross-referencing historical records

with real-time sensory data extracted from the memory stream.

Comparison &amp; Evaluation of Narrative Perspectives

To understand the unique positioning of Assassin's Creed: Heresy, it is useful to compare it with other prominent

works in the franchise. The following table highlights the differences in perspective, technology, and thematic focus.



Feature AC: Heresy (Simon 
Hathaway)

AC: Forsaken (Haytham 
Kenway)

AC: Unity (Arno Dorian)

Protagonist Affiliation Templar (Modern/Historical) Templar (Historical) Assassin (Historical)

Primary Technology Animus 4.35 / HRD Division Journal / Written Record Animus (Helix System)

Core Artifact The Sword of Eden The Amulet The Sword of Eden

Historical Setting 15th Century France 18th Century America 18th Century France

Analytical Tone Academic &amp; Clinical Personal &amp; Pragmatic Emotional &amp; 
Rebellious

Scribe Award Status Winner (2017) N/A N/A

Practical Implementation: Analyzing the 'Sword of Eden'

The Sword of Eden (specifically Artifact 66) is a recurring element in the series, but Heresy provides a detailed 

field guide to its operational capabilities. For those studying the technical lore, the Sword is not a magical item but a 

piece of highly advanced Isu technology.

•  Energy Emission: The sword can emit high-frequency energy pulses capable of knocking back multiple 

opponents within a 5-meter radius.

•  Neural Manipulation: The artifact influences the dopamine and serotonin levels of those nearby, inducing a 

sense of 'divine inspiration' or absolute terror in enemies.

•  Precognitive Analytics: The blade assists the wielder in predicting incoming strikes by analyzing micro-

movements of opponents via an integrated bio-scanner.

•  Durability: Constructed from an unknown Isu alloy, the sword remains impervious to standard oxidation and 

physical degradation over centuries.

Step-by-Step Procedure for Piece of Eden Recovery

1.  Isolate Genetic Markers: Extract mitochondrial DNA from suspected descendants of known artifact holders.

2.  Calibrate the Animus: Set the neural buffer to prevent 'Bleeding Effect'—a condition where ancestral 

memories leak into the subject's conscious mind.

3.  Locate the 'Anchor' Memory: Identify the specific chronological moment where the artifact was last seen or 

hidden.

4.  Geographic Triangulation: Use the topographical data from the simulation to find the modern-day physical 

location of the artifact.

5.  Field Retrieval: Deploy a Sigma Team (Abstergo’s tactical unit) to secure the site and neutralize any Assassin 

interference.

Case Studies and Troubleshooting: The Bleeding Effect and Memory 
Corruptions

Technical failures in the retrieval of historical data are common in the Assassin's Creed universe. Heresyhighlights

several operational challenges that researchers face when dealing with high-sync memory sessions.

Failure Mode: The Bleeding Effect



When Simon Hathaway spends too much time in the Animus, the barriers between his identity and Gabriel Laxart’s 

identity begin to dissolve. This results in hallucinationsand the unprompted manifestation of ancestral combat

skills. The solution, as outlined in Abstergo safety protocols, is immediate extraction and a 48-hour neural cooling

period.

Data Corruption: Conflicting Historical Records

One of the core conflicts in the novel is the discrepancy between what the Catholic Church recorded about Joan of 

Arc and what Gabriel Laxart actually witnessed. This is technically referred to as a Temporal Data Conflict. Simon

must use his analytical skills to determine if the Animus is malfunctioning or if the historical record was intentionally

doctored by the Templars or Assassins of the past.

Solution: Multi-Subject Cross-Referencing

To solve data corruption, Abstergo utilizes 'Data Surfing.' By analyzing the memories of multiple individuals who

were present at the same event (e.g., the execution of Joan of Arc), they can reconstruct a 'Consensus History' that

filters out individual biases and neural noise.

Summary and Broader Implications

Assassin’s Creed: Heresy is a masterclass in expanded universe storytelling, offering a technical depth that 

transcends the basic action-adventure tropes of the video games. By centering the narrative on Christie Golden’s 

meticulous research and the Templar perspective, the book provides a sophisticated look at how history is 

constructed, controlled, and weaponized. The novel’s exploration of Simon Hathaway'sjourney serves as a

cautionary tale about the dangers of seeking absolute truth through the lens of a corporate-driven ideology.

For fans and scholars of the series, Heresy is more than a tie-in novel; it is a foundational text for understanding the 

meta-narrativeof the franchise. It successfully bridges the gap between the 15th-century's religious fervor and the

21st-century's technological dominance. As Abstergo continues its search for Isu artifacts, the lessons learned from

the Siege of Orléans and the 'heresy' of Joan of Arc remain relevant. The pursuit of order often requires the

suppression of inconvenient truths, and as Simon Hathaway discovers, the most dangerous heresy of all is

questioning the hands that guide the Animus.

The novel’s success in the Scribe Awards and its popularity in international markets, including Southeast Asia (as 

evidenced by its availability in Indonesia through various major retailers), underscores the universal appeal of its 

themes. Whether analyzed as a piece of science fiction or a technical manual for a fictional universe, Heresy 

remains a definitive work in the Assassin’s Creedcanon, proving that the secret history of the world is often

hidden in our very blood.
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